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Clark County Veteran’s Resource Committee 
An advisory board to the Clark County Board of Commissioners 

 
Clark County Public Service Center 

1300 Franklin St, 6th Floor, Ste #679 
Vancouver, Washington 

January 9, 2013 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Chair:  Robert Nichols Vice Chair:  Lou Basté Secretary:  John Russell 
 

Meeting Called to order by Bob Nichols @ 1400 
 
Roll Call: [Bold script indicates presence at meeting] 
 

POST PRIMARY SECONDARY 
40 et 8 Jerry Keen Emily Stoutsenberger 
American Legion #14 Jerry Keesee  
American Legion #27 Elisa Cotton Wes Forgey 
American Legion #44 Jim Moore Darren Wertz 
American Legion #168 Robert Nichols Richard Langenbach 
American Legion #176 Michael Gibson Jonathan Frederick 
American Legion #189 Dick DeWald Don Taylor 
American Legion #208 George Hunt  Bob Blevins 
American Veterans #6 Richard Alvarez Richard Gabriel 
DAV Chapter #4 Frank Hyatt Michael Riley 
Korean War Vet Assoc #321 Thomas Dombeck Robert Sumril 
Marine Corps League #826 Lou Basté Florin Zeviar 
VFW #4278 John Russell Gary Dowler 
VFW #7824 Roy Billings Bruce Maas 
VFW #12028 Ray Saranto Skip Benge 
Vietnam Vets #512 Greg Whitson Odis Warren 
Members at Large 
 Kevin Lawson  

 
 
CLARK COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 
Samantha Whitley, Pete Munroe, Rebecca Royce 
 
GUESTS 
Michael Langsdorf – CCVAC; Morris Giesler – 40 et 8; Colleen Kuhn – HSC; David Moore – CFTH; 
Elizabeth Johnston – Armed Services Reserve 
 
Meeting Minutes:  Tom Dombeck motioned to approve the minutes from the December 12, 2012 
meeting. Motion seconded by Jerry Keen and passed. 
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Income Definition and Determination 
Bob informed the group that he had been doing some research regarding what types of earnings should 
and should not be used when determining income for the VAF. He believes that combat pay is one of 
the exclusions. He asked the Policies and Procedures committee to meet and review the income 
determination and what is considered income so that the information can be taken to the Board of 
County Commissioners. Odis mentioned that the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) has exclusions to income determination including lump sum payments, foster child income, 
special pay to veterans experiencing hostile fire, among others. Samantha explained that the VAF has 
been using the census definition of income as shown in the Operational Guidance for the Administration 
of the Clark County Veterans Relief Fund Policies and Procedures since 2008. She also explained that 
the Census Bureau, not HUD, set the poverty limits which are used to determine income eligibility for 
the VAF. Both documents were included with the handouts for the committee. The Policies and 
Procedures committee agreed to meet on January 23rd at 1500 hours.  
 
Committee Reports 
Appeals:  Ray mentioned that there were no new appeals.  
Policies and Procedures:  To meet this month.  
 
Contractor Reports 
CRMHS:  Samantha reviewed reports from November. Eighty-six veterans received services for a total 
of $15,474. Approximately $1,000 of transportation services were not actually billed in November and 
will be added to the December invoice. Thirteen veterans were denied services due to being over-
income and not meeting residency requirements among other reasons. Sam will talk to CRMHS about 
providing more detail about the income denials.  
VAC:  The Veterans Assistance Center served 59 veterans with the help of volunteers donating 550.75 
hours.  
The Free Clinic:  Fifteen veterans were served including 11 extractions, 8 fillings, 6 restorations and 
43 sets of x-rays. The total amount of the treatments came to $4,245; however they only billed 
$1,407.57.  
VAF Revenue & Expense:  The VAF balance is currently at $560,243. Bob inquired about the indirect 
expenses charged to the fund. Samantha will have someone from the auditor’s office do a presentation 
to the board to explain where the indirect rate comes from and how they are determined. Pete 
explained that they are generally based on expenses averaged over the previous two years. The current 
rate is approximately 4.5%.  
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business:   

• American Legion #189 asked the fund to pay their rent for monthly meeting space at a 
LaCenter church. Cost is $600 for the year. Bob explained that the RCW does allow this type 
of expenditure. Greg motioned to approve the invoice, seconded by Ray. Motion approved. 

• Sam informed the group that, due to the expense and the concern of the committee to provide 
more services to veterans, coffee service for the meetings has been cancelled. Annual costs for 
the service were approximately $250.  

• Michael Langsdorf asked the committee if there was someone that could volunteer their time to 
research and put together a database of all of the veterans in Clark County or be on-call to the 
prosecuting attorney’s office. He explained that veterans arrested and charged with a 
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misdemeanor crime can participate in a mentorship program through the Veterans Court. 
However, newly returning veterans that are committing crimes tend to commit felonies, such as 
assault. Michael has been talking with the defense attorney and judge who conduct Veterans 
Court and they are willing to work with law enforcement to charge these veterans with a 
misdemeanor instead of a felony IF their veteran status can be verified. This allows these 
veterans to participate in Veterans Court. The group discussed possible ways to provide the 
information. There are concerns regarding the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act 
as to the ability to gather this type of information. It was recommended that the committee talk 
to other veterans and have them record (register) their DD214 or other documents with the 
County to make that information available.  

 
Open Forum:   

• Jerry Keen informed the group about a Veterans Chaplain Forum that will be held on January 
30th at the 40 et 8. This will be a brainstorming session to establish a duty roster of chaplains 
that can respond to law enforcement and emergency medical service staff who are dealing with 
a veteran. Jerry will report back to the VRC at the February meeting. 

• Morris mentioned that there will be a lifeline screening event at AL #176. There are six 
screenings that will be available. Pre-registration is required; call 800-324-1851, priority code 
HSC4067. Cost is $149. Last year 47 people took part in the event with three individuals being 
diagnosed with an illness.  

• Pete distributed information regarding this year’s Project Homeless Connect. The event will 
take place on January 31st from 1000 to 1500 hours at the Living Water Church. Several 
services will be provided on-site such as dental screenings, haircuts, and eligibility determination 
for DSHS and some housing programs.  

• Bruce informed the committee that the State Legislature will be convening next week.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 1500 hours.   
Next meeting:  February 13, 2013 at 1400 hours. 
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